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REMINDER!!!
• The Provisional Identification process does NOT replace the 
formal initial identification process found in the Guidance on 
the Initial Identification of English Learners. 
• Formal screening must take place as soon as possible once 
school resumes normal operations for any student who has 
been given “provisional” status.
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Five Steps for Provisional Identification of ELs
• Step 1: Administer the home language survey (HLS) to all newly enrolling 
students.
• Step 2: Conduct an interview remotely with the student (phone, Skype, Zoom, 
etc.) when the answer to any of the questions on the HLS is a language other 
than English. Follow the procedures below and complete the speaking, listening 
and interaction rubrics in the Appendix.
• Step 3: Determine whether the student might be an EL using student interview 
results and make a provisional placement decision.
• Step 4: Notify parents and/or legal guardians of screening test results and 
provisional placement decision.
• Step 5: DO NOT code the student as an EL in SIMS before you administer a 
language proficiency screening test.
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Step 1
Step 1: 
Administer the 
home language 
survey (HLS) to 
all newly 
enrolled 
students 
Administer the home language survey to find 
out whether there is a language other than 
English spoken at home.
• During extended school closures due to 
COVID-19, HLSs should be completed 
remotely by district-trained enrollment 
personnel via phone, Skype, Zoom, etc. if it is 
accessible to both districts and families. 
• Parents can also complete the HLS and mail it 
to the district. 
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Step 2
Step 2: Conduct 
an interview 
remotely with the 
student (phone, 
Skype, Zoom, etc.) 
when the answer 
to any of the 
questions on the 
HLS is a language 
other than 
English. 
• Ask questions at varying levels of difficulty to 
determine the student’s ability in listening, speaking, 
and interaction: start with questions at low levels of 
difficulty and increase the difficulty gradually. (More 
on slide 13)
• Have strategies in place to make the student 
comfortable during the interview. (More on slide 14)
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Step 2 (continued)
Step 2: (cont’d): 
Conduct an 
interview 
remotely with the 
student (phone, 
Skype, Zoom, etc.) 
when the answer 
to any of the 
questions on the 
HLS is a language 
other than 
English. 
• Stop at the level where a student has difficulty 
responding. If the student has difficulty responding at 
a particular level, then ask a question or two from 
the previous level to end on a positive note.
• Complete the speaking, listening and interaction 
domains rubrics in the Appendix of the Provisional 
Identification of ELs. Molle, Linquanti, MacDonald, 
and Cook in Discerning — and Fostering — What  
English Learners Can Do with Language, 2016
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More Roadblocks
• What if a student is unable to 
complete the interview process 
(e.g., because of a disability or 
refusal)?
Then, the  determination of EL 
status must be made based on 
the remaining available 
evidence gathered from the 
HLS, parent interview, and 
academic records review. 
• What if reasonable evidence of 
English proficiency cannot be 
established along with the 
incomplete screener results, if 
any?
Then, the student should be 
provisionally identified as an 
EL until screening can be 
completed. 
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REMINDER!!!!!!!!
1. Regardless of whether a student is 
provisionally identified as an EL or not, the 
formal identification process, including face-
to-face screening, must be completed once 
school resumes This includes students who 
were not provisionally identified. 
2. The district must ensure that students who 
are given a provisional status assignment 
(identified as EL or non-EL) are tracked by 
some means (e.g. a special code in the local 
student management system) so that once 
school resumes, they are screened according 
to the full procedure. 
3. Students are not coded as ELs in SIMS before 
they are screened according to the full 
procedure. 
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Step 3
Step 3: Determine 
whether the 
student might be 
an EL using 
student interview 
results and make 
a provisional 
placement 
decision.
• Make  a provisional determination about the most 
appropriate academic placement and supports 
based on the student’s English language 
proficiency information and the district’s chosen 
method of instructional delivery to address 
students’ linguistic and academic needs.
• Consistent with federal and state civil rights laws, 
school districts must continue to provide services 
to English learners, consistent with the need to 
protect the health and safety of students and staff 
during remote learning.
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Step 4
Step 4: Notify 
parents and/or 
legal guardians 
of screening test 
results and 
provisional 
placement 
decision.
• Districts must provide the parent with a description of the 
provisional placement and ELE services that will be made 
available for their children. (See Provisional Parent 
Notification) 
• Once schools have reopened for normal operations, districts 
will send the regular parent notification form required for all 
parents of ELs parents AFTER a student is formally identified 
as an EL based on the results of a face-to-face 
administration of a WIDA English Language Proficiency 
Screener once school begins. 
• Detailed information regarding the nature of this 
communication is provided in the Guidance on the Initial 
Identification of English Learners.
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Step 5
Step 5: DO NOT 
code the student 
as an EL in before 
you administer a 
language 
proficiency 
screening test.
Students should NOT be coded as ELs in SIMS 
before they are screened according to the full 
procedure described in the Guidance on the 
Initial Identification of English Learners.
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Interaction, Listening, and Speaking Language Use Inventory
• The sample rubrics describe student language uses across 
the K-12 grade span. 
• The rubric is similar for the grade level spans K, Grade 1, 
Grade 2-3, Grade 4-12.
• A student’s language uses may not always fall under the 
same proficiency level descriptor (or column) in the rubric. 
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What provisional identification and placement procedures ARE
Provisional Identification and Placement Procedures ARE:
• useful to provisionally identify English learners (ELs) during the time that schools 
are closed for normal operations due to COVID-19 and face-to-face screening is 
not possible.
• instrumental to address the limited English proficiency needs of students who 
might be English learners.
13
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
What provisional identification and placement procedures ARE NOT!
• Provisional Identification and Placement Procedures ARE 
NOT:
• to assign students scores aligned to the WIDA ELP levels 1-6.
• developed to provide testers with a grading scale and composite scoring system 
they can use across interview questions to promote consistency in provisional EL 
identification. 
• THAT’S WHY WE ARE REQUIRED TO IDENTIFY ENGLISH LEARNERS BY 
FOLLOWING THE FULL PROCEDURE DESCRIBED IN THE GUIDANCE ON THE 
INITIAL IDENTIFICATION OF ENGLISH LEARNERS WHEN THEY ARE BACK AT 
SCHOOL.
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Questions: 
https://padlet.com/judithrmagloire/Bookmarks
 THANK YOU
Sibel Hughes
Judith Magloire
(781) 338-3569 Sibel.Hughes@mass.gov
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